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SUBJECT: GODR STUDYING ACQUISITION OF NUCLEAR POWER PLANT 

1 . PRESIDENT BALAGUER TOLD THE PRESS AUGUST 10 THAT THE GODR WAS 
STUDYING THE POSSIBILITY OF ACQUIRING A NUCLEAR POWER PLANT OF 
APPROXI- 
MATELY 600 MEGAWATTS. CONSIDERING THE DESPERATE STATE OF THE ELECTRIC 
POWER SITUATION AND THE LACK OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE, THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
IS MORE A POLITICAL PLOY THAN A SERIOUS PROPOSAL. 

2. PUERTO RICAN OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN ATTEMPTING FOR SOME TIME TO 
INTEREST THE GODR IN TAKING OVER A NUCLEAR POWER PLANT OF 
APPROXIMATELY 600 MW WHICH THE PUERTO RICAN WATER RESOURCES 
AUTHORITY CONTRACTED FOR WESTINGHOUSE. APPARENTLY PUERTO RICAN 
HAS EXCESS ELECTRICAL CAPACITY AND IS CANCELLING ITS CONTRACT WITH 
WESTINGHOUSE AT A COST OF $20 MILLION. 

3. A FEW DAYS AGO THE ECONOMIC ADVISER TO THE PRESIDENT, FORMER 
FINANCE SECRETARY CARLOS SELIM AN, TRAVELLED TO PUERTO RICO TO 
INVESTIGATE THE POSSIBILITY OF ACQUIRING A NUCLEAR POWER PLANT. 

SUCH A PLANT WOULD COST UPWARDS OF $300 MILLION AND WOULD TAKE 
SIX TO EIGHT YEARS TO INSTALL IN THE DR. 
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4. IN FULL-PAGE ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE LOCAL PRESS RECENTLY, THE 
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ADMINISTRATOR OF THE STATE-OWNED ELECTRIC COMPANY (CDE), JULIO SAURI, 

OUTLINED HIS PLANS FOR TRYING TO COPE WITH THE ELECTRIC POWER CRISIS 
AND IN THE PROCESS DENIGRATED THE IDEA OF ACQUIRING A NUCLEAR PLANT. 

5. AFTER SELIMAN'S TRIP TO SAN JUAN, SAURI TOLD THE ECONOMIC 
COUNSELOR THAT HE HAD NOT RPT NOT BEEN INFORMED ABOUT THE MATTER. 

SAURI POINTED OUT THAT THE TOTAL GENERATING CAPACITY OF CDE NOW IS 
ONLY 350 MW AND THAT IT WOULD BE UNWISE AT THIS STAGE EITHER 
TO ACQUIRE SUCH A LARGE PLANT OR TO PUT SO MUCH RELIANCE 
ON A SINGLE PLANT. 
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